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_ FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION -
Dear Congressman Franks: h | OtﬂCEOFTHESECRFfMY

This is in reply to your letter -of February 24, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents regarding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235, A7 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to the mission’s Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your constituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (R/C) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning
our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on R/C operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land,
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
constituents’ concerns into account when we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quality of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteriorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding. Your constituents’

letters will be included in the record of the proceeding. We expect final

rules to be issued in 1994. :
Sincerely,

Richard J. Shiben
Chief, Land Mobile & Microwave Division
Private Radio Bureau
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February 24, 1993

The Honorable James H. Quello
Acting Chairman ’
Federal Communications Commission

-1919 M Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20554
Dear Actihg Chairman Quello:

I am writing-to bring to your attention a matter of
importance to me and to a number of constituents I represent.

The matter concerns the Federal Communications Commission

Notice of Proposed Rule Making (NPRM-PR Docket 92-235), which -

will, if adopted,.greatly reduce the humber of radio frequenc1es
currently used for radio controlled model airplanes. .. I would
appreciate it if you could address the concern, raised in the
enclosed letter to me, which is representative of the many
letters that I have received, and advise me accordingly.

Thank you for your consideration.

Si el (—-[_. ‘

e ranks
(;ﬁ/ﬁ : Member of Congress
BF/tk
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The Honarable Bob Frarnks

U'S House of RePFPSentaizver /Q9/214H7
Washington, D.C 20315 . /

I am & 6z yearg ald businessman and derive many hours aof
enjoyment from constructing and cperating radic contes led
e WQdeY airplanes. I bave been 1ptere=t°o 1n avia'iuv since I
"was 3 years of age. I am very active in a leocal club  whage ~
members enjcy comstructivng and operatxng radia contrelled
madel airpglanes and have taught at public schools.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
uhde» caensideration by the Federal Commgnications Commission
FCC). The proceeding is FR Docket 98-23%. If adonted the rew

>'-ul-.nf=.._'§_1.‘ 3 ~mat lw dicsm thn wrabilitie —_\f__,‘ﬁrgg'lg’ i i EF

curvently assigned for model use and irnorease the risk of
accidents and attendart liability for contralling model
airpianes.

Bur radia contrcal frequencies are iv the 7&-75 MHz band. this
bard is orimarily used for mrivate land mobile dispatch
cperatiorns. However, cur radic control frequerncies in this
band are far encugh apart from the land mobile fFrequencies
that we have been able tc share the bard withcout either use
interfering with the other. '

New the FCC wants to create more land mobile fréguencies by
splitting them intoc warrower bandwidths and rearrawnging the
bard plar. As a result, many lard mobile freguencies wWill
move claser to the radic comtrel freguencies and cause

"the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radic
carntrol of model airglanes, ocnly 13 freguercies will be left
if These rnew rules are adaplied.

Wher we fiy cur model airplarnes under radic cantrol; we ge tco
great lewgths tc assure the safety of tihe operatcrs and
bystanders and the pvdteetioﬁ of proaperty. Many of cur safety
precautions invalve the careful coordinatiaorn and use of the
radic control fregquencies. I¥ the number of usabdie.
frequaencies. is diminished asz procosed oy the FCC, the
remaining frequerties will hecome congested amnd the margin of
satety will be greatly decreased.

Flease urnderstand that marny medel airplares have wing spans
up o 10 feet anc weigh as much as 30 o 40 paunds. The
models themselves are expersive to buildi; but more to the

intenterencge to radicg contrel. cgerabigns. 1 am told that of ... -
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. -point, they are capable of causing .property damage, sarious
‘injuary, or evern death if radic interference causes the
Ceperatar to lase control of the ovaft. He often fly our
madels at organized events and cortests where hundreds of
operators participate. We need the use of cur full complemernt
of radic frequencies in crder toc assure a safe Tiying

envirormsant. ’ ’ '

i do noet think it is wise of the FCC ta seex to improave the

operating cornditions «f land mabile radic uzers at the

aexpense of radic control modelers. The FCC may wot think we

are as impartant as busiress users of radias, but we Have =
c.oensiderabie. iuvestoent in cw: models and irogur radie,

equipmert. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to T

thousands of pecple like myself and carmtributes ta the

adgvarcenent and develapment «f the commercial aviation

industry.

Please help me contirnue the safe ernjoymert of my pastime by
not alicwing the FCC %to carry out its propasals for the 72-76
mMHz band.

Sircerely,

Urbees (o
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